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February 13, 2006

Dear Students, Colleagues and dear Scenofest Friends, 

The OISTAT Education Commission and the Theatre Institute Prague are proud to announce that the second edition of the Festival of Scenography – Scenofest 2007 will take place in Prague, June 14-24 2007 as an integral part of the 11th International Exhibition of Scenography and Theatre Architecture, Prague Quadrennial 2007.

Following on from the success of Scenofest 2003 and in partnership with the Theatre Institute Prague, the OISTAT Education Commission will offer a program of  educational and artistic events to celebrate excellence and innovation.  The Scenofest programs and activities will explore  all aspects of performance design and theatre technology and will make the students experience of PQ unforgettable.   

Over the 10 days of Scenofest at PQ’07, the Central Hall of the Industrial Palace - Vystaviste, will become a centre for the creativity of youth, for learning, sharing, showing and seeing each other’s work.  A time for students, educators and practitioners to collaborate and exchange ideas, meet and make new friends and have good time. 
If you are a student, Scenofest will offer a series of short educational workshops in all aspects of theatre design guided by prominent theatre practitioners.

If you are a student, you and your school are invited to submit an entry to Aristophanes’ “The Birds” exhibit.  Designs should challenge the famous ancient text, and students will  present and compare their work with the work of their peers from all over the world. Students will be able to participate in critical discussions together and with prominent artists.

If you are a student and prefer to express your design ideas in a live performance form, the Scenofest stage will host a festival of student “Designer Led” performances.

If you are a student, involved in transnational artistic project, you are invited to bring your project to Scenofest.
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If you are a student, educator or practitioner you will be interested in listening to some of the finest international theatre artists of our time, sharing their work and artistic concepts in Scenofest Design Excellence and Great Partnership lectures. 

If you want to ask them questions and if you are lucky - even meet them in the Scenofest cafe and chat with them – come to Scenofest 2007. 

If you teach design or technical theatre, you are invited to join us for the Teacher’s Day – the OISTAT Education Commission discussion meeting open to all teachers attending PQ.  

If you are student or educator, designer, architect or technician, interested in meeting colleagues from all over the world, to share ideas, chat and have good time over a glass of Czech beer, come to Scenofest 2007.

More detailed information about Scenofest program is attached. 

Please read this information carefully – we shall keep you regularly informed. Do contact us if you want to discuss any points further.

Marina Raytchinova




Ondřej Černý

Chair, OISTAT Education Commission

Director, Theatre Institute and the PQ

Sean Crowley

Scenofest Project Leader 
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Scenofest 2007

Invitation to participate

The Student Section-Scenofest is one of the three main sections of the Prague Quadrennial 2007 and will consist of two parts: the Scenofest that  will take place in the Central Hall of the Industrial Palace and the School Exhibit Section located in the Krizik Pavillion E.

The Scenofest  will include a range of activities for students, young practitioners and teachers from all disciplines and representative of the range of nationalities and cultures from across the world.

Although the numbers of places available in some of the activities will be limited and subject to application, there will be many activities available once at Scenofest, including a range of presentations from some of the worlds most prestigious practitioners, performances, tours and daily activities.

The criteria for participation will be posted on the Scenofest Website in the near future.

http://www.scenofest.org

The website is being continually updated and you are advised to check this website on a regular basis, for the latest news.

Although participation in some of the activities will be limited and subject to application, there will be many activities available once at Scenofest, including a range of presentations from some of the worlds most prestigious practitioners, performances, tours and daily activities.

Application for Activities

The following major projects and workshops will require advanced application. Initial submission of interest should be made by registering online at the following address www.oistat.org/registration by April 15th 2006.

General enquiries and to be included on mailing lists can be made by contacting info@scenofest.org
The Birds

Aristophanes’ The Birds forms a part of the core foundations of Western Theatre, Greek comedy as well as tragedy, set the basic theatrical formulas that have developed over the ensuing centuries in Europe.  Although written and first performed over 2400 years ago it’s satire is as applicable to today’s society as it was to that of Athens in 414 BC.  
The Exhibition will offer the opportunity to participants from across all design disciplines to submit responses to this classic text

Allowing schools to develop responses that can apply to their own curriculum .
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The final static exhibition space will therefore provide displays of work from

· Scenographers
· Set designers 

· Costume designers 
· Puppet designers 

· Lighting designers 

· Sound designers 

Cross-disciplinary collaborations will also not only be included but encouraged. 

The presentation of recorded video and virtual design work can be included in the exhibition, although presentation methods and the security of equipment will be the responsibility of the exhibitor and not the organizer. 

Critiques from renowned practitioners and educators will form a unique strand to The Birds exhibition as it was in Lear For Our Times in 2003. 
 Design as Performance 

The prerequisite for those wishing to participate in the performances scheduled in the Theatre Space is that designers originate the work presented; this can include non-designer performance, but must be centred on the designer as a creator of performance.  
There will be two performance slots available on a daily basis. The performance should be no longer than 45 mins. 
The Tower of Babel

The Tower of Babel will form a centrepiece to the Scenofest. That will combine the work produced across the Scenofest Workshops in ever evolving space for exhibition, installation and performance.

In addition, students from around the world are offered an opportunity to present through a common language of design, concepts in 2D renderings and photographs of model and project work for a New Tower that reflects their contemporary society and culture. This exhibition will form part of the lower section of the Babel Tower created at the PQ Scenofest.
The base of this tower will offer approximately 30 panels 2000 high by 1000 wide for flatwork exhibits from a range of responses from international student Set Designers, Architects and Scenographers 
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Workshops

The workshops will offer a rich and varied programme of activities ranging across all subject areas; the Scenofest website will offer detailed outlines of these workshops in the coming weeks. For the present, you are invited to indicate an area of subject interest.

Scenography Workshops

Costume Workshops

Technical Theatre and New Media

Lighting Workshops

Sound Workshops

Puppetry Workshops

The Scenofest working group will keep you updated through newsletters and via the website. 

http://www.scenofest.org 

info@scenofest.org
Other useful links for information

http://www.pq.cz
http://www.oistat.org 


[image: image6.emf]OISTAT's Scenofest '03 was extraordinarily successful.  Over 1000 people participated with students and teachers from over 200 schools from 45 countries.  It was joyous to observe the internationally mixed groups of students attending lectures, questioning design experts like Anna Viebrok, Max Keller, Jean-Guy Lecat, Petr Matasek and Heiner Goebbels, and working together in practical workshops.  Student participation gave new vitality each day of the PQ.  Scenofest was a constant experience of activities including sound and light design workshops; debates and critiques generated by the specially curated A Lear For Our Times exhibit; and student led "Design as Performance" presentations on the Scenofest Stage.  Scenofest '07 is building on this success, literally by building a tower of Babel of activity in the Central Hall, the Heart of the PQ  - creating what will be an unforgettable experience in Prague.

Michael Ramsaur, 

Scenofest'03 Organizer and President of OISTAT

SCENOFEST!  is a FESTival of SCENOgraphy

SCENOFEST!  is a celebration of the Arts of the Theatre

SCENOFEST!  is a meeting place for practitioners,  established  and new

SCENOFEST!  is a forum for the exchange of ideas

SCENOFEST!  is a gourmet kitchen where everybody brings their traditions and practices

SCENOFEST!  is an opportunity for theatre innovators to give a GIFT of their expertise to their younger colleagues

SCENOFEST!  is the place to give and receive feedback on your creative work, through exhibitions and workshops

SCENOFEST!  is a physical space created especially to house these diverse events

SCENOFEST!  is the place where the best theatre artists most want to be invited

SCENOFEST!  is the heartbeat of the student experience at the Prague Quadrennial

SCENOFEST!  uses every opportunity to create opportunities

SCENOFEST!  is the time to try something new

To  SCENOFEST!     is to take advantage  and benefit  from the event

A   SCENOFESTEE! is someone who is hungry for knowledge of the theatre arts in all it disciplines

A   SCENOBAR         is the place to exchange addresses and plan projects

A   SCENOTICKET    is the passport to SCENOFEST!

Happy SCENOFESTING!!!

Pamela Howard

Scenofest Originator
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