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Scenofest 2007 Newsletter April 2006

Dear Scenofestees,

As promised, we are now sending the first of our newsletters. We intend to send these every second month between now and June 2007.

Plans are going well for Scenofest, and the team who spend late nights, early mornings and any available moment in their  busy days, working on this ambitious project, extend  greetings to all you international Scenofest friends who have begun this exciting journey towards Prague 2007.

Scenofest 2007 will provide students, young practitioners, teachers and experienced professionals with an unforgettable experience. The Scenofest team have created a range of activities for participants from as many performance design areas as possible. Whether taking part in one of the major projects or in the special workshops, or just being at the PQ and Scenofest and seeing the huge range of design work, and visiting the performances. Your attendance to this unique factory of creativity is welcomed and encouraged. 

Please try and come for as long as you can; during the 10 days of Scenofest you can absorb new cultural influences, change your attitudes towards design and make new friends for life!!!!

The following letter contains information relating to all aspects of Scenofest, not just the major activities and we recommend you read through all carefully, and please contact info@scenofest.org with any questions.

Thank you,

The Scenofest Team
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Scenofest is a shared project between the OISTAT Education Commission and the Theatre Institute Prague. More information about both organizations and the Prague Quadrennial can be found at the following links:

International Organization of Scenographers, Theatre Architects and Technicians

www.oistat.org 

The Theatre Institute Prague
 Prague Quadrennial

www.theatre.cz
  
                         www.pq.cz
Scenofest Participation 

The Scenofest is open to participation by anyone interested in performance design, 

from the architecture of the theatre building, to the costumes worn, and the sounds and sights within the performance space. 

We hope that together with young student designers, teachers, and well known theatre and performance practitioners, that those attending will include the general public, students and practitioners from other disciplines.

To simply be at the Scenofest will be a unique experience, presenting an opportunity to sense the creative possibilities of the world of performance design. 

To volunteer to be a part of the creative or administrative Scenofest management team, will let you be a part of a dedicated team, of students, young practitioners, experienced professionals and educators sharing a wish to make Scenofest an unforgettable event.

To be a part of one of the Scenofest exhibitions, performances or workshops, will introduce you to working practices from around the world, new friends and future international collaborators.

Some of the projects are mainly designed for students; although recent graduates and young designers may be eligible, (details will be available as a part of each project brief from the Scenofest Website from mid May 2006).

Registration fees

Attending the Scenofest and the Prague Quadrennial will cost 10 Euros. 

This will allow attendance over the whole period of the festival. 
To take part in project and workshop activities will cost an additional 5 Euros.
Payment details and information will on the website in the near future.
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Projects

Aristophanes’ The Birds Exhibition

Aristophanes’ The Birds forms a part of the core foundations of Western Theatre, Greek comedy, as well as tragedy and set the basic theatrical formulas that have developed over the ensuing centuries in Europe and beyond.  Although written and first performed over 2400 years ago its satire is as applicable to today’s society as it was to that of Athens in 414 BC.  

At the Scenofest, The Birds will offer up to 50 students and young practitioners the opportunity:

To choose to respond either directly to the text, 

Or develop work based on themes within the text. 

This should allow schools to develop projects that suit their curriculum and open the exhibition not just to Scenographers, but to all OISTAT related design areas. Therefore providing opportunities to:

· Scenographers 

· Set designers 

· Costume designers 

· Puppet designers 

· Lighting designers 

· Sound designers 

Cross-disciplinary collaborations are to be encouraged. 

A key element of The Birds exhibition will be a series of morning critiques for participating students with respected international designers and educators. 

The Birds will show a clear picture of current international design practice and education.

The initial application will be open from May 2006 until the end of July 2006.
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Designs for Babel Exhibition


In Prague in 2007 students from around the world are offered an opportunity to present, through a common language of design, concepts in 2D renderings and photographs of model and project work for a New Tower that reflects their contemporary society and culture. This exhibition will form part of the lower section of the Babel Tower created at the Scenofest.
The base of this tower will offer up to 20 panels 2000 high by 1000 approx wide for flatwork exhibits from a range of responses from international student Set Designers, and Scenographers.

The initial application will be open from May 2006 until the end of July 2006.

The Babel Bell
Sound design for all
Before each presentation on the Scenofest stage the Babel Bell will toll. This will not be a bell in the traditional sense, but a loudspeaker.  Submissions will be invited from both students and professionals to create a sound, which will act as a 'call' to the Scenofest stage. It is hoped to have a different 'call' for each presentation or event.  We will be encouraging practitioners and students from all fields to submit sounds for consideration. Scenographers, Costume designers, Lighting designers anyone, in fact, who has imagination and access to a simple audio recorder.

Submissions of interest welcome from June 2006, application available from September 2006.



[image: image5.png]L= 101
i
i e

QAstat




http://www.scenofest.org

Design as Performance

From international schools and young practitioners, the Scenofest invites presentations that look at performance from the designer’s perspective.  Expect the unusual, expect the visual, but above all expect to be challenged by the nature of performance, where the visual aesthetic is the key emphasis.

There will be two performance slots available on a daily basis over the ten days. 

The initial application will be open from May 2006 until the end of July 2006.

Alternative Performances

Scenofest also encourages those participants who wish to create performance that exists outside of the traditional theatre space. Such as street theatre, promenade performance. Scenofest will include such events in the daily programme, Scenofest catalogue and the feedback forums.
Sites for this style of performance will be subject to PQ approval if outside of the Central Hall.

The initial application will be open from May 2006 until the end of July 2006.

The Architecture Competition

The Scenofest exhibit will include the winning and other selected entries from the 7th OISTAT Architecture Competition, which is organised by the Architecture Commission to coincide with PQ. This is an open ideas competition for the design of a new 500 seat theatre and entrants are mostly students and young practitioners. The last competition in 2003 attracted 258 entries from 38 different countries.

The brief for the competition will be posted on the OISTAT website from the middle of May 2006. 
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Workshops

Detail of all workshops in Costume, Lighting, Puppetry, Technology, Technical theatre, Scenography and Sound design will be available on the Scenofest website by mid May 2006.


Digital Exhibitions
We hope to provide digital exhibition space at Scenofest for Scenography, Set, Costume, Puppetry Lighting and Sound design. Designers will be invited to produce work related to the main themes of Scenofest and form part of an online digital exhibition that will open Scenofest to an audience beyond Prague 2007.

Specific Scenography, Puppetry, Costume, Lighting and Sound design projects are well under way in constructing their briefs. 

Watch the website in mid May and be prepared for application to begin between June and September 2006.

Design Excellence Lectures

Major international practitioners and artists in Performance, Scenography, Costume, Lighting, and Sound Design, will present elements of their life’s work as a part of the PQ Scenofest combined lecture series.


Application for attendance for this lecture series will be available after January 2007.
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Application Procedure 

The application process for Scenofest 2007 will take place in three

Phases:

Phase 1 

Submission of interest 

This is underway at present by contacting info@scenofest.org you have become part of this mailing list and by registering through the OISTAT Website www.oistat.org/registration; you become part of the Scenofest database. 

This initial registration and submission of interest provides us with a picture of initial numbers and interest in participation. Newsletters will be sent with updates and this website will be updated every second month.

Phase 2

Submission of Intent

The Birds Exhibition, the Babel Exhibition, the Architecture Competition and Design as Performance. 
May 2006

From mid May, application links from the Scenofest website should be available for all of the above projects. 

The application process for all of these events will continue through to the end of July. Depending on how many apply, the Scenofest team will try to accommodate as many as possible. 

(If too many apply, see selection criteria below)

Applications will be accepted until the end of July 2006
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Workshops

May 2006

Detailed workshop information will begin to be published online by the end of May 2006.
September 2006

Application for specific workshops, Babel Bell and digital exhibition will be available.
Phase 3

Confirmation of Intent

By September 2006 

Shortlists for selection for The Birds, the Babel Exhibition, the Architecture Competition and Design as Performance will be drawn. 

Commitment to attend will be requested from The Scenofest team. Confirmation of participants attending will form significant final criteria for selection.

By January 2007 

Absolute final selection will be confirmed.

By January 2007 

Advanced Workshop registration will be completed, 

Confirmation of participants attending will form significant criteria for final selection.
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Final Selection Criteria

· Scenofest aims to present a picture of world design and selection for all projects will be based on the ideal of reflecting world design.
· The application date will be important, but in some exhibition, equal representation of nations will take priority.
· Towards the end of the selection process, we will look for evidence of commitment to attend.

· The final selection for all activities will try to allow maximum participation for as many as possible. In some cases this may limit the number of activities available to applicants.

It is intended that all applicants work will be able to be become part of a catalogue of participants work, both online and in print.
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Voluntary Participation in Scenofest 

In addition to merely attending and taking part in the planned events, the Scenofest team extends the invitation to a wider participation in making the teams who will run the Scenofest on a day to day basis. 

This invitation is extended to individuals, schools and students.

The Scenofest team is looking for international volunteers interested in becoming a part of the team that helps run the Scenofest. There are a range of active roles that you may contribute to, before, during and after Scenofest. All we ask is a commitment to working together with us in a truly international collaboration, to promote performance design and education.

If you can offer any of the following skills:

Technical Web design 

Administration

Engineering and construction

Technical Staff

Stage Management

Arts Management

Catering

Graphic Design

Front of House 

Volunteers to work for Scenofest in any of these areas should begin to contact via info@scenofest.org from May 2006.

The Scenofest team are interested in any practitioners interested in offering their services as workshop support or leaders. Your involvement will be welcomed.

 A Particular request goes out to those in the field of video art, new media. If you wish to be a part of this exciting event and share your knowledge with future practitioners, then let us know.
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Accommodation and Prague links

At the moment the PQ is negotiating with an accommodation company, once this is completed we will be able to give you a direct link to this company for your accommodation arrangements.

And here are some basic CZ and Prague links... 


Czech Republic Official Website 

www.czech.cz
www.czechtourism.cz


Prague Information Service 

www.pis.cz/en


Prague Official Website
www.praha-mesto.cz

Czech Restaurant and Bar Guide

 www.czrb.cz

Czech Airlines 

www.csa.cz
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Funding Support

The Scenofest team is working at present to find funding to allow Scenofest 2007 to be an event to fulfil our expectations. 

We would appreciate support from any of our participants in providing additional contacts related to either funding support or provision of equipment and/or materials to enable the maximum outcomes available at Scenofest.

If you have any companies, organisations, individuals that you know may wish to support Scenofest 2007 and become friends of Scenofest, please contact info@scenofest.org.

On behalf of all the team, we look forward to hearing from you soon and even more so to meeting you all next year.

Sean Crowley

Scenofest Project Leader
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